
A city conducting a housing survey is a smart move for several reasons, especially for planning 
and economic development. Here’s why it’s beneficial: 

1.​ Identifies Housing Needs & Gaps – A survey helps pinpoint what types of housing are 
in demand (affordable housing, senior housing, rental units, etc.) and where shortages 
exist.​
 

2.​ Supports Grant & Funding Applications – Many state and federal housing programs 
require data-backed applications. A housing survey provides the necessary data to apply 
for funding for housing initiatives.​
 

3.​ Encourages Development & Investment – If the survey shows demand for specific 
types of housing, it can attract developers and investors to build in the area.​
 

4.​ Informs Policy & Zoning Decisions – We can use the survey to update zoning laws, 
create incentives for housing development, or adjust policies to better meet community 
needs.​
 

5.​ Improves Economic Growth & Workforce Retention – If a city lacks quality or 
affordable housing, it can struggle to attract and retain workers. A housing survey helps 
address these concerns.​
 

6.​ Enhances Quality of Life – By understanding housing conditions, we can work on 
improving infrastructure, rental quality, and homeownership opportunities, leading to a 
better community overall.​
 

7.​ Helps Plan for Future Growth – Population trends and housing stock analysis can 
guide long-term planning efforts, ensuring that the city is prepared for future housing 
demands. 

 


